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by the sea that bounded it on one side. An irrepressible urge to
win and dominate possessed him. In his scheme of priorities self-
assertion came first and the vague generalities like liberation and
creation of a unitary state were only convenient arguments to
justify the use of the gun to satisfy that basic lust.
An opportunity for him to meddle in the affairs of the eastern
provinces was not long in coming. Shah Daud Khan, youngy
handsome, pleasure-loving, proud and tactless, was out to repu-
diate the formal allegiance his astute father, Sulaiman Khan
Karmani, had always held out to the Mughal Emperor. Sulaiman
was to all intents and purposes a pacifist, content to hold on to
what Destiny had virtually thrust upon him, Islam Shah Sur
appointed him Governor of Bihar after the death of his father,
Sher Shah, in 1545. The intrepid Afghan discretely went about the
task of consolidating his position, and became the master of Bihar
and Bengal before Akbar ascended the throne in 1556. Though
his military might was not inconsiderable, he had bought peace
by acknowledging Akbar as a suzerain. His calculation was not
wrong; the Mughal war machinery was too massive to be contain-
ed by the loot-hungry Afghan mercenaries. His passivity suited
Akbar. For the first twelve years of his reign, Akbar was involved
in a round of wars in Malwa, Rajasthan and Gujarat, and was-
not in a position to take on the distant eastern provinces.
Necessity thus forced Akbar and Sulaiman to accept each other's-
identity.
Things, however, changed with Sulaiman's death in 1572. His,
eldest son Bayazid ascended the throne to be murdered shortly
thereafter by his cousin and son-in-law Hansu Khan. Thus came
the turn of the temperamental, strong-headed younger son of
Sulaiman, Daud Khan, to wear the crown and face the selfish
schemings of his courtiers and relatives. He stood up to the task
bravely and succeeded for a while in averting a threatened free-
for-all by his ambitious amirs. To rally the nobility around him,
Daud raised the cry of the kingdom in danger, and proceeded to
make a show of military strength against the centres of Mughal
authority in the region. The fort of Zamania, constructed by
Khan-i-Zaman a few years earlier was the first to be invested.
Here was a provocation Akbar could not take lying down. His
warnings, relayed to Daud through Munim Khan, the imperial
Governor at Jaunpur, remained unheeded. The youthful Shah